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There is an apparent rupturing among the Radicals, or a
portion of them. They wish to make terms. Will admit
the representation from Tennessee if the President will
yield. But the President cannot yield and sacrifice his
honest convictions by way of compromise.

Truman Smith came to see me yesterday. Says the
House wants to get on good terms with the President, and
ought to; that the President is right, but it will be well to
let Congress decide when and how the States shall be repre-
sented. Says Deming is a fool, politically speaking, and
that our Representatives, all of them, are weak and
stupid. I have an impression that Truman called at the
suggestion of Seward, and that this matter of conceding
to Congress emanates from the Secretary of State, and
from good but mistaken motives.

February 17, Saturday. Governor Morgan called this
morning on matters of business. Had some talk on current
matters. He says Tennessee Representatives will be ad-
mitted before the close of next week; that he so told Wilson
and Sumner yesterday, whereat Sumner seemed greatly
disturbed. From some givings-out by Morgan, intimations
from Truman Smith, and what the President himself has
heard, I think there is a scheme to try and induce him to
surrender his principles in order to secure seats to the
Tennessee delegation. But they will not influence him to
do wrong in order to secure right.

February 19, Monday. Attended special Cabinet-meeting
this morning, at ten, and remained in session until about
1 P.M. The President submitted a message which he had
prepared, returning the Freedmen's Bureau Bill to the Sen-
ate with his veto. The message and positions were fully
discussed. Seward, McCulloch, and Dennison agreed with
the President, as did I, and each so expressed himself.
Stanton, Harlan, and Speed, while they did not absolutely
dissent, evidently regretted that the President had not